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simple-vet-cozy suites and eight
outlying cottages have a beachy
feel, with daybeds in the suites, a
freestanding tub in front of mas
sive windows. Perhaps only an
artist like Picasso could compete
with nature on this scale—and in
fact he does: Look for the plates
and vase by the master in the
main lounge as well as works by
well-known New Zealand photog
raphers and painters throughout
the property. Staff are attentive
and helpful, and while the dining
is elegant, those with hearty ap
petites may want to skip theart-
fully presented but tiny-portioned
meénu dégustation. WHICH ROOM
TO BOOK: The decor is similar
throughout, but the spaces flow
more easily in the deluxe suites
Nos. 2 through 9—than in other
rooms, where the layout feels
slightly forced (64-3-441-1008;
matakauri.co.nz; doubles, $516).
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Mancora Marina

Hotel, Mdncora
84 In Peru’s far north, the Pacific
coast retreat town of Mdancora is
quickly carving out a name as the
country's premier beach and surf
destination. Among the increas-
ingly fashionable small hotels that
have opened here, the Mancora
Marina—on the road to Las Poci-
tas, one the area’s best beaches—
was designed by Jordi Puig (who
also did the MV Aqua Amazon riv-
erboat). The 12-room hotel, its fo
cal point a three-story bar with
steps leading down to the infinity
pool, seems like something out of
Milan rather than the area’s more
typical bamboo bungalows. The
bartender will be there at check
in with your welcome cocktail
(request a passion fruit sour or a
mango daiquiri). Rooms have
stark-white walls and furnishings
as well as a sexy glass shower
that stares into the main room.
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Tambo del Inka, Urubamba
A4 The second Luxury lullul}mn
property from I‘cnm.mgh“l .
Libertador sets the bar highin the
sacred Valley. The 128-room trap-
ezoidal property. smack in the .
center of town, beautitully fits the
topography .\(mmnml.m:‘n\-
face either the Urubamba River or
the cordillera and the € hxco:\g!-\-
cier. Designer Roberto Caparra’ s
imaginative interiors weave an-
cient motifs into the contempo-
rary decor: towering fireplaces
sculpted out of Inca-sty le stone
walls, pre-Incan textile design re-
imagined as wallpaper and drapes,
and oversized regional pottery.
Soak in the 19,375-square-foot
spa, try an original pisco based
cocktail in the bar, or dine on
lamb loin crusted with aji amaril-
lo and pecans over a quinoa sout-
flé. The service is attentive —staft
are everywhere and almost always
know your name—and if vou're
heading to Machu Picchu, there's
a railway station right on the
property. WHICH ROOM TO BOOK:
You might not need the private
butler, but the Senior Suites with
their river-view terracearea
must (51-84-581-777; libertador
.com.pe; doubles, $505-8525)
00800

PORTUGAL

Hotel Areias do Seixo,
A-dos-Cunhados

HAH Arcias do Seixo, a 35-minute
drive from Lisbon, can make you
believe that if only you could stay
alittle longer, gazing out at the -
rippling dunes or sunk in the
stone tub while pinecones smol
der in the nearby fireplace, you
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l Coolest

Beach Break
The mini-freezers stocked with
ice-cream bars and cones
scattered around Thailand’s
W Retreat Koh Samui.
PAGE 116

l 4 Best City Wheels
The vintage scooters

with sidecars rented

through the Waterhouse

at South Bund for tours

of old Shanghai.
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15 Most Eclectic
Impulse Buy
Opportunity
The retro vending machines at
the Cosmopolitan of Las
Vegas that peddle everything
from Vosges chocolates and
fashion tape (to ward off
wardrobe malfunctions) to
limited-edition artworks.
PAGE 125

Key to Symbols

© = Bar/lounge
©=Beach

© =Free Wi-Fi

@=«Gym

@ =Pool

©=Spa

©=HotSpa201

© =24-hour room service

A =Hot

4 = Hotter

H44 =Hottest
For the full roviews

of hotels designated & go to
cntraveler.com/hotlist
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The Oitavos, Cascais

84 Tucked away behind the sand
dunes that separate a beautiful
park from the Atlantic Ocean, the
142-room Oitavos looks set to re
boot the Lisboan Riviera. You'll
need to be a fan of contemporary
design to be happy in this trident-
shaped building a quarter mile in-
land, as its plate-glass walls are
more Bauhaus than cozy. Still, the
rooms are spacious and light, with
sky-blue vinyl floors, white walls,
and large balconies offering sea or
golf course views. A wall-hung
television faces a plump stone-
gray canvas sofa in the standard
double, and a perky modern oil
painting and a navy-blue cotton
throw on the large bed give the
room some personality. A long
white laminate desk separates the
bedroom from the bathroom,
where you'll ind a blocky sky-
blue tub and a stall shower. Sur-
rounded by beautifully landscaped
grounds, The Oitavos also has an
outdoor saltwater pool in season.
WHICH ROOM TO BOOK: Highest
even-numbered rooms on the
third floor have the best views
(351-21-486-0020; theoitavos
.com; doubles, $345-5414)
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Hotel da Estrela,
Lisbon
& 351-211-900-100; hoteldaestrela
.com; doubles, $193. 9 @
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