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Never mind the jade rabbits and deities that populate the folk legend woven around the
Mira Moon: what you've actually got here is a swish, modish, Chinese-accented, 91-room
hotel in one of Hong Kong’s edgiest districts. Sister property to The Mira on the other

side of Victoria Harbour, Mira Moon occupies a former office block, with just four guest
rooms per floor. Hi-tech is not so much embraced as given a bear hug: room service and
much else is writ large on the bedside iPad, Bluetooth allows you to play your own music, and
Wi-Fi pops on the moment you open your laptop. The gizmos segue neatly with the bold
interiors, which include tulip-shaped chairs and lanterns emblazoned with characters

from Chinese mythology; service is efficient, and even the room attendants carry a business
card. A Spanish and a Chinese chef vie with each other in the restaurant, while coffee and
Chinese tea are served in the lobby (more of a salon, really). Mira Moon’s location in Wanchai
grants harbour views to the north, and raw urban vistas at other points of the compass.
FLASH POINT This is a 21st-century Chinese hangout with super-assured hospitality and
a fun-filled vibe. +852 2643 8888; www.miramoonhotel.com. Doubles from about £120
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NEW ZEALAND

OWNER’S COTTAGE AT MATAKAURI

This must be the ultimate New Zealand escape, in a spectacular location
overlooking Lake Wakatipu, just minutes from South Island’s adventure capital,
Queenstown. Built in the elevated grounds of Matakauri Lodge - the third

in Julian Robertson’s portfolio, which also includes The Lodge at Kauri Cliffs
and The Farm at Cape Kidnappers - this cottage, available with either two or
four generous bedrooms (each with a sitting room and bathroom), is ideal for
families or groups of friends. Acclaimed Auckland interior designer Virginia
Fisher has lavished her unique style throughout. It's the little things that give her
designs such a sense of place: a silver rabbit rug, reindeer skins, and blankets
made by the artisans who created costumes for The Lord of the Rings. You can
absorb the cinematic views from the hot tub on the front balcony, while the
adjacent lakeside terrace is the spot for sundowners; help yourself from the bar
or cellar. Don't feel like dressing up for dinner at the lodge? No problem, there’s
abarbecue and kitchen, and the chef can come to you. FLASH POINT When
the global financial crisis hit the rest of the world, New Zealand must have been
far enough away not to feel it. +64 3 441 1008; www. matakaurilodge.com.
From about £4,760 per night for four guests, half board
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