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From blonde bonhomie in KL to a jazzy steak joint in Santa Monica and a pretty amazing castle in Puglia

‘Say alittle Praia

Praia Bar and Lounge, Santo Domingo A

Miami Beach chic has hit the Dominican Republic now that Praia Bar and Lounge has opened its doors in the
smart district of Naco in Santo Domingo. The two-tiered venue offers sophisticated dining and a soundtrack
of trance, house and lounge music. Downstairs, in the salon, the deep blue and mustard-coloured Verner
Panton furniture that seats early-evening diners is later cleared, to create a small dance floor, as the DJs take to
the decks. The transparent wine cellar, which takes up the whole of the back wall, is pretty impressive, but the

| most fabulous feature is the turquoise-blue bar in the candlelit VIP area upstairs. Vito Echevarria

‘ Praia, Av Gustavo Mejia Ricart 74, Naco, Santo Domingo, tel: 1.809 540 8753 www.prala.com.do

‘More fun

Bar Blonde, Kuala Lumpur »
Liz Tajuddin’s avant-garde management firm Regatta

} dot Blonde has long been known to throw a riotous

| party. The problem’s been getting an invitation. But
now she’s gone populist and pleased the cocktail-
clutching copywriters, graphic designers and artists
of Kuala Lumpur by opening Bar Blonde. The space
mixes St Tropez and the Hamptons, and there's
bonhomie in the soft lighting, soaring ceilings and

| ottomans in shades of moss green. Robert McKeown

| Bar Blonde, 50 Jalan Doraisamy, Kuala Lumpur,

| tel: 60.3 2691 1088, www.regattadotblonde.com

Turkish yearn

Wan-na restaurant and bar, Istanbul 2
Mega-hip, pan-Asian eaterie-cum-cocktail bar Wan-na
has a Far Eastern feel without clichéd red lanterns
and teak Buddhas, thanks to architect Mahmut Anlar.
He installed an abstract, neon-lit, origami-inspired
sculpture to greet guests at the vaulted 5m-high
entrance, while DJs spin the latest house sounds and
video art is projected throughout the space. There
are also black patent leather bar stools to perch on
while you enjoy a post-prandial cocktail. JB

Wan-na, Mesrutiyet Street 151, Taksim, Istanbul,

tel: 90.212 2431794

Tishand hip

| Sogo Room, Lima A

Peruvian architect Jordi Puig has created an elegant
eaterie in Lima called Sogo Room, a slick structure
witha mix of Catalan class, South American sassiness
and a dash of Hugh Hefner-style 1970s retro design.

i The fish-based menu has a global twist: salmon, chita,
|
|

sea bass and trout are cooked in Mediterranean,
Latin and Oriental styles using fruits such as mango
and aguaymanto. As the place is only open for dinner,
there's no excuse not to sample the Martini menu. JB
Sogo Room, Avenida Conquistadores 1005, Lima,

| tek:s11.221 5032
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